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 The Louis and Artur Lucian Award ranks 
amongst some of the most respected awards 
presented by an academic institution in the field of 
cardiovascular disease. Moreover, it represents the 
largest award bestowed by a Canadian university 
for research in cardiovascular medicine. Since 
1978, the award has honored current work which 
is deemed to be of outstanding significance in 
the advancement of the treatment, diagnosis, 
prevention and understanding of circulatory 
diseases. Furthermore, the award has a rich history 
and also aims to promote a partnership between 
McGill University and Canadian academia with 
international figures and institutions.
 The Lucian award was established in 1965 
through a bequest to McGill University by Olga 
Leibovici, a New-Yorker born in Vaslui, Romania.  
After meeting with Dr. Ronald V. Christie, at the time 
dean at the Faculty of Medicine at McGill University, 

it was decided that a donation of 2 million dollars 
would be attributed to McGill University for the 
funding of the Louis and Artur Lucian Award for 
Research in Circulatory Diseases, named after 
Mrs. Leibovici’s two brothers. A copy of the will from 
January 21st, 1965 is provided below.                                  
 Since it was first presented to Drs. Nicolae 
and Maya Simionescu in 1978 for their outstanding 
work on cellular biology and artherosclerotic 
disease, the prize has aided numerous globally 
acclaimed scientists. In fact, a recent recipient, Dr. 
Robert Lefkowitz, is this year’s Nobel laureate in 
chemistry. His work on G-protein coupled receptors, 
receptors responsible for sensing and interacting 
with the body’s environment, and the targets of half 
the medications used today, is unparalleled(1).
 Currently, the chair of the Lucian selection 
committee is Dr. Jacques Genest, a researcher 
in cardiovascular medicine at McGill University’s 
Royal Victoria Hospital. Each year, a panel 
composed of previous recipients, McGill graduates 
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and faculty meet and independently evaluate the 
20-30 applicants postulating for any given year. 
The jury evaluates candidates on present research 
productivity rather than life-time achievement. 
“Currently, the award totals 60 000$ with hopes to 
increase this amount to 100 000$ over the next five 
to ten years,” says Dr. Genest. Thus, philanthropic 
donations to McGill University are of great 
importance in reaching this goal. A key element 
in raising funds and the university’s reputation lies 
in “building relationships,” as pointed out by Marc 
Weinstein, Vice-principal for development and 
alumni relations (3). The Lucian award, therefore, 
wishes to promote international collaborative 
efforts with McGill University and other Canadian 
researchers. Each recipient is therefore required to 
spend a minimum of 1-2 weeks at McGill University 
to give a formal lecture, interact with the faculty, and 
possibly undertake collaborative research in the 
field of circulatory disease with McGill University 
faculty members.                    
 The current deadline to apply for this 
year’s Lucian Award is March 22nd, 2013. More 
information on applying for this award can be found 
at the following website: 
http://www.mcgill.ca/lucianaward/
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